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Listing of Claims:; 

i 

1, (cuircntly amended) A method for reading addresses in more than one 
language, comprising the steps of: 

- processing an limage of an address bearing surface to determine a lang uage in 
which the addiiess is written: 

- reading address characters of said address using OCR means, said OCR means 
being directed; to aa -said o aticmntod l anguage determined b v said processing_of 
said^hasaetef S image: 

- depicting results of said reading in language-neutral transliteration form; 

. determining and classifying address elements according to anticipated languag e 
rolatod s yntax; rule s related to said determined language, said address elements 
comprising said address characters; and 

- verifying if ea£h of said elements substantially match a database entry, said match 
comprising a defined degree of similarity, and said database comprising entries of 
acceptable r^ad address elements with different, language dependent, 
transliteration variations. 

2. (currently aniended) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: 

- prior to paid step of reading addroso ohnre eteayrecording an image of as-said 
. address bearing surface; 
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j AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS E 1 

The text of all peinding claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. 
Cancelled and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The ^> 
claims as listed below show added text with imderlinmp and deleted text with otrikotfaroug h. 
The status of each claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), 
(withdrawn), (new), (previously presented), or (not entered). g-p 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
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- determining inl said image regions comprising said address blocks, said step of Hh>J 

m 

determining in; said image being performed by means of language related layout £/) 
models, said models being generated from learning samples; and 

- pictorially segmenting said address blocks so as to produce segmented image data. <^ 

> 

3. (currently axrjended) The method according to claim 2, further comprising the 

steps of: QO 

if— 

- feeding said segmented image data into a language decision unit; fy| 

- determining a borresponding language by comparing said blocks with language- 
typical feature sets, whereby said corresponding l anguage has a highest 
comparison rate; and "^O 

- assigning said corresponding language as said anticipated determined l anguage, 

4. (previously presented) The method according to claim 3, further comprising the 
steps of: repeating said step of determining a corresponding language and assigning said 
language if said step of reading address characters fails with a previously assigned language. 

5. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein if said step of 
reading address character^ fails to resolve said address characters with said OCR means, 
reading identified words of said address in a word recognition unit, said word recognition unit 
comprising decision logic j according to said flatioipate d -determined l anguage, and verifying 
results of said word recognition unit with said database. 

6. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: repeating said steps of reading address characters, depicting results, determining and 
classifying address character elements with other languages than said ontioipat e d - ^etermined 
language if said elements do not substantially correspond to database entries. 

7. (currently amended) The method according to claim 4, further comprising the 
steps of: repeating said steps of reading address characters, depicting results, determining and 
classifying address character elements with other languages than said ontioipato d ^determined 
language if said elements do not substantially correspond to database entries. 
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8. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein if said 
element substantially but riot completely matches a database entry, changing said element to 
completely match said database entry. 

9. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein at least one of 
said languages is non-Latin based. 

10. (currently amended) A system for reading addresses m more than one 
language, comprising: 

- a language decision unit configured to determine a lan pnffie irt which an address 
is written; 

- an optical character recognition (OCR) unit directed to anticipated -languages of 
characters of md addresses determined bv said language decision unit said 
characters beirig positioned in address blocks, said OCR unit comprising means 
for reading said addresses and depicting results in a language-neutral 
transliteration representation; 

- an address analysis unit for evaluating characters read by said OCR unit, said 
address analysis unit comprising means for determining and classifying address 
elements by reference to anticipat e d language related-syntax rules related to 
determined languages: and 

- an address interpretation unit for verifying identified address elements using an 
address database, said database comprising different, language-dependent 
transliteration ^variants for each database entry, said address being verified or 
accepted when each of said address elements is substantially similar to a database 
entry, wherein k level of similarity is predefined 

I 

11. (currently amended) The system according to claim 10, further comprising: 

- means for generating an image of ersurface containing address blocks; 

- means for determining said address blocks based upon anticipated ; languag e 
related-layout model s related to said determined languages, said models generated 
from learning samples; and 

- means for pictorially segmenting said address blocks. 
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12. (currently amended) The system according to claim 11, farther comprising a 
longuopo dooioion uni k -wherein s aid language decision unit oomprioi ng comprises : 

means for receiving said segmented image data; and 
- means for designating on antioipa ted-gjanguage by comparing said blocks with 
language typical feature sets such that said ontioipated-designated l anguage is a 
language having a highest degree of comparison with said blocks. 

13. (currently ambnded) The system according to claim 12, further comprising a 
word recognition unit for reading parts of said address, said parts comprising words, said 
word recognition unit operkble when reading results of said OCR unit are not verifiable, said 
word recognition unit comprising decision logic of each anticipated designated l anguage, and 
said word recognition unit further comprising means for feeding results to said address 
interpretation unit. 
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